unequivocally. The intelligence work instead of serving various political
ends will address itself to more important and urgent issues of the day.
And more important, the incentive for politically motivated measures like
harassment, foisting of unwarranted criminal and civil cases will be
reduced. Naturally this calls for not so much a study in depth but the
willingness of the political masters to exercise restraint on their 'political'
powers.
In the ultimate analysis the roots of civil turbulance and violence
can be traced to the deprivations of large sections of the society and
lack of opportunities for the development of individuals while at the same
time and in the same milieu, a minority enjoys the power and resources
that provide them easy access to their disproportionate advancement and
indulgence in visible vulgarities. To expect the others not to notice these
inequities and cultivate resentment is not only in-human but also
unethical. Play acting for electoral games by the leading political parties
in the country will not persuade the effected to look forward to a better
life in the coming years. Agreed that no miracles are possible in these
realms. But it is within the powers of the governments to formulate and
implement policies without delay which will not only generate hope but
also prospects for realisation in not too distant a future. Educational
opportunities and opportunities to acquire requisite skills is a simple
illustration where instead of indulging in fancy exercises, the government
can within a short period saturate the young with education and skills
needed which with minimal other institutional support should put them
on a path of comparatively better life.
Virtual failure on most of these fronts by the public authorities
together with increasingly easy access to weapons of various types
makes violent political activities attractive. The need alongside other
unauthorised possession. Eventually we should aim at a structure of
society where the need for even authorised possession of arms will be
minimal. A proper understanding of the sources of political violence
should establish the irrelevance of draconian laws enacted to fight
terrorism. Apart from their being authoritarian, arbitrary and
undemocratic, they have neither deterred the terrorists nor the situation
in the country has improved. Therefore, the sooner these repressive laws
are withdrawn the better it will be for the healthy growth of political
actions.
It should be recognised without any qualifications that the
responsibility to initiate measures along the lines suggested rests
exclusively with the governments. But the governments 'immediate
concern seem to be how to handle kidnapping, abduction, etc. that are
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